The President of the United Statew of America, authorized by Act of
Congress, July 9, 1918, has awarded the Stlver Star to

CAPTAIN RONALD D. RAY, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for gallantry in action:

Captain Ronald D. Ray distinguished himwelf by gallantry {n action
sgainut an armed homtile force on 30 and 31 July 1967, while merving an
United Statem Marine Corps Assistant Advisor to a Vietnamese Marine hat-
talfon during Operation Coronado Il in the vicinity of Cat Lay, Vietnam,

The miswion i{nvolved trapping over 1,000 Viet Cong In a denme woodline, and
Captain Ray led the first wave of friendly forcem aw ft hit the landing zone.
He and hia fellow woldiers were immediately enpulfed in a hail of cnemy mor-
tar, rocket, automatic weapons, and small arma fire. Disregarding completely
his own mafety, Captain Ray encouraged his mon and let them aggroensively u-
cross the open rice paddies. They bocame pinned down by withering fire be-
hind low carthen dikea, which offered Iittle protection bocaume many Vit
Cong wniperw were mounted high in the treeline, With heavy fire all about
him, Captain Ray oxposmed himwelf ceamelemmly (o the (naurgents In order to
call in artillery fire, gunahips, and afr mtriken throughout the day, As
darkneas fell and air support bocame lews effective, Captaln Ray waw hit,
pninfully wounded, and knocked unconmcioun by a mortar fragment. Regalnlag
conuciousness at approximately 0530, Captaln Ray valiantly dinrcegarded the
agonlzing wound and once more called for fadirect flire wupport. Due wreatiy
to his determination, the Viet Cong were eventually routed., Captain Ray's
herofc actionw in close combat with a homtile force are In keeping with the
highest traditions of the military mervice and reflect great credit upon
himaelf, his unit, and the United Statem Marine Corps.
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